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Transcategoriality in the sense of the term used here concerns doublets of linguistic
expressions belonging each to a different plane of linguistic organization. Such different
planes relate on the one hand to the morphosyntactic structure within a sentence, and on the
other hand to the structure of linguistic discourse beyond the sentence (Do-Hurinville, Dao &
Hancil 2015).

Transcategoriality may involve single words, but it may also involve more complex forms of
linguistic expressions. Morphosyntactic manifestations of it appear to be due mainly to effects
of grammaticalization (e.g., Robert 2003). For example, when a lexical verb gives rise to a
marker of tense or aspect, or an adposition to a conjunction of clause subordination, the result
may be that there are two largely or entirely identical linguistic forms having different
functions and belonging to different structures within a sentence. Discourse-related
manifestations of transcategoriality tend to involve cooptation (Kaltenböck et al. 2011) and
can be seen, for example, in the presence of discourse markers or comment clauses, which
serve the organization of texts and, hence, are not strictly a part of sentence structure, but
essentially the same expressions can also occur as adverbs, main clauses, etc. which are part
of the structure of a sentence. Questions to be looked into in the workshop include in
particular the following:

(1) Is transcategoriality a cross-linguistically significant phenomenon?

(2) What types of it can be distinguished?

(3) How do sentence-based and discourse-based forms of transcategoriality differ from one
another formally and functionally?

(4) How can transcategoriality be explained?
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